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O
n May 11, 1858, the State of
Minnesota and the Town of
Bloomington were established.

Since its founding, Bloomington has
grown from a blooming prairie of a few
hundred people to a dynamic urban
center with more than 85,000 residents
and 94,000 employees.

As longtime Bloomington
residents, my wife and I have raised our
family here and have had the
opportunity to see firsthand part of the
evolution of this great city. Although
Bloomington has developed and
changed tremendously over the years, it
has been and always will be a
family-friendly place to live. 

As we celebrate Bloomington’s
Sesquicentennial, we must not forget to
celebrate the other important dates and
people who made this city the wonderful,
bustling destination it is today. This is our
living history, which is growing and
changing every day, including: 
• A volunteer fire department that
was established 61 years ago. Today we
have six fire stations and 145 volunteer
firefighters, many who are second and
third generation volunteers. 
• A police department that was
formed with three officers 55 years ago.
Today the police department has 116
sworn officers. 

• School enrollment in Bloomington
that was 700 in 1945. Today public school
enrollment is up to 10,368 and the city is
home to four colleges, ten elementary
schools, three middle schools, two high
schools and seven parochial schools.  
• The first City parks, Bush Lake Beach
and Moir Park, that were created in 1954.

Today the city boasts 97 parks, 93 ball
fields and 55 playgrounds. 
• A $650 million Mall of America,
once the location of an $8.5 million
baseball stadium. 

The number of ways this city has
evolved could fill a book.  Indeed it has.
See box right. Yet it all comes down to
people. So in honor and in celebration of
all the people who made and continue to
make Bloomington a great community,
we have planned a number of special
Sesquicentennial events and activities.
These occasions will offer the perfect
opportunity to meet your neighbors and
learn more about Bloomington’s past,
present and future. See page 8 calendar.

You won’t want to miss the main
event, Sunday, May 11, at the Old Town
Hall. See page 8. Plans include a dedication
of the newly revitalized Old Town Hall
that was built in 1892 as a place for public
meetings, church services, educational
and social gatherings.  

A “passport” has been created as a
fun way to remember all the unique
events you’ll attend throughout the
year. At each event, participants may ask
that their passport be stamped to
acknowledge their participation.
Passports will be distributed to all
Bloomington schools. You may also
pick up passports at
Bloomington Civic
Plaza, 1800 W. Old
Shakopee Road, or
Creekside
Community Center,
9801 Penn Ave. S.  

Please come to these community
events, meet your neighbors and
celebrate Bloomington’s rich history and
exciting present.   

If you have historical photos or stories
you’d like to share or if your family dates
back 100 years or more in Bloomington,
we’d love to hear from you. Submit
photos and stories to City of Bloomington
Communications, 1800 W. Old Shakopee
Road, Bloomington  MN  55431, call
Communications Administrator Janine
Hill at 952-563-8819 or visit the City’s Web
site at www.ci.bloomington.mn.us,
keyword: 150.

Celebrating our Sesquicentennial 

150 years of progress and innovation 

By Mayor Gene Winstead
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Bloomington City Council

Mayor
Gene Winstead
952-888-1258(h)
952-563-8782(w)
gwinstead@
ci.bloomington.mn.us

Councilmember At Large
Amy Grady
952-884-6502 (h)
agrady@
ci.bloomington.mn.us

Councilmember At Large
Karen Nordstrom
952-831-5221 (h)
knordstrom@
ci.bloomington.mn.us

Councilmember District I
Steve Peterson
952-884-3262(h)
speterson@
ci.bloomington.mn.us

Councilmember District II
Rod Axtell
952-832-5377(h)
raxtell@
ci.bloomington.mn.us

Councilmember District III
Steve Elkins
612-578-2103(c)
selkins@
ci.bloomington.mn.us

Councilmember District IV
Vern Wilcox
952-854-1425(h)
vwilcox@
ci.bloomington.mn.us

Elected officials presented for informational purposes.

Councilmembers 

council@ci.bloomington.mn.us

City Manager 

Mark Bernhardson 952-563-8780
citymanager@ci.bloomington.mn.us

Assistant City Manager 

Clark Arneson 952-563-8921
carneson@ci.bloomington.mn.us

Directors 

Larry Lee, Community Development 952-563-8947
llee@ci.bloomington.mn.us
Diann Kirby, Community Services 952-563-8717
communityservices@ci.bloomington.mn.us
Lori Economy-Scholler, Finance 952-563-8791
finance@ci.bloomington.mn.us
Ulie Seal, Fire 952-881-4062
fire@ci.bloomington.mn.us
Kent Michaelson, Human Resources 952-563-4898
kmichaelson@ci.bloomington.mn.us
David Ornstein, Legal 952-563-8753
legal@ci.bloomington.mn.us
John Laux, Police 952-563-8701
police@ci.bloomington.mn.us
Karl Keel, Public Works 952-563-8731
publicworks@ci.bloomington.mn.us

The City of Bloomington complies with all applicable
provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA),
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and does not
discriminate on the basis of disability in the admission or
access to, or treatment or employment in, its services,
programs, or activities. Upon request, accommodation will be
provided to allow individuals with disabilities to participate
in all City of Bloomington services, programs, and activities.
The City has designated coordinators to facilitate compliance
with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), and to
coordinate compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973 as mandated by the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development regulations. For more information,
contact the Human Services Division, City of Bloomington,
1800 West Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington, MN 55431-3027;
(952)563-8733 (Voice); 952-563-8740 (TTY).

Upon request, this information can be available in Braille,
large print, audio tape and/or electronic format.

Our rich history

The men and women who shaped Bloomington

Martin McLeod, 1813-1860

M
artin McLeod was a young Scotsman who came to Minnesota at the age
of 24. He soon made a name for himself as a successful trader for the

American Fur Company. In 1840, McLeod began establishing his own trading
posts along the Minnesota River. In 1849, he moved his family and built a home
on the Minnesota River bluff, just east of Lyndale Avenue. He ended up donating
much of his land on Lyndale Avenue for the Bloomington Cemetery. When the
Town of Bloomington was established in 1858, McLeod was elected chair of the
first town board. 

New book

illustrates city’s

rich history

B
loomington: A
Sesquicentennial Celebration,

describes Bloomington in vivid
images, from its humble beginnings
to its present. This exquisite
hardcover book contains 150 pages
of full-color photographs
illustrating Bloomington’s past 
and present.

More than a historical book,
Bloomington: A Sesquicentennial
Celebration, is about progress,
innovation and, most of all,
“community spirit.” It includes 
not only a detailed history of the
city, but portraits of the notable
people, community organizations
and businesses that call
Bloomington home. 

Written by Normandale
Community College faculty member
John C. ‘Chuck’ Chalberg,
Bloomington: A Sesquicentennial
Celebration, is available through the
City for the special price of $39.95
plus tax. This is more than $20 off
the retail price. Visit the Parks and
Recreation counter at Civic Plaza,
1800 W. Old Shakopee Road, or
Creekside Community Center, 9801
Penn Ave. S., to purchase a copy
today. For more information, call
Communications Administrator
Janine Hill at 952-563-8819. 

Palmer School students, circa 1900.
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